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ABSTRACT: Herein the sorption of Eu(III) and 243Am(III) on multiwalled
carbon nanotubes (CNTs) are studied, and the results show that Eu(III) and
243Am(III) could form strong inner-sphere surface complexes on CNT surfaces.
However, the sorption of Eu(III) on CNTs is stronger than that of 243Am(III)
on CNTs, suggesting the difference in the interaction mechanisms or properties
of Eu(III) and 243Am(III) with CNTs, which is quite different from the results
of Eu(III) and 243Am(III) interaction on natural clay minerals and oxides. On
the basis of the results of density functional theory calculations, the binding
energies of Eu(III) on CNTs are much higher than those of 243Am(III) on
CNTs, indicating that Eu(III) could form stronger complexes with the oxygen-
containing functional groups of CNTs than 243Am(III), which is in good
agreement with the experimental results of higher sorption capacity of CNTs
for Eu(III). The oxygen-containing functional groups contribute significantly to
the uptake of Eu(III) and 243Am(III), and the binding affinity increases in the order of SOH < SCOOH < S
COO−. This paper highlights the interaction mechanism of Eu(III) and 243Am(III) with different oxygen-containing functional
groups of CNTs, which plays an important role for the potential application of CNTs in the preconcentration, removal, and
separation of trivalent lanthanides and actinides in environmental pollution cleanup.

■ INTRODUCTION

Carbon nanotubes (CNTs) have attracted intense multi-
disciplinary research due to their outstanding mechanical and
electrical properties since they were discovered by Iijima in
1991.1−4 With regard to the numerous possibilities of various
technical applications, it is not surprising that their use for
environmental pollution cleanup has also been considered.5−8

The large BET surface areas of the colloidal CNTs lying in the
range of 10−20 m2/g suggest their possible application as
adsorbents for different kinds of environmental pollutants in
environmental remediation purposes.8−12 In the past decade,
the application of CNTs as very effective adsorbents for organic
and inorganic pollutants has been intensively studied, and the
results indicate that CNTs are very suitable materials for the
preconcentration of different kinds of pollutants from large
volumes of aqueous solutions even at trace level concen-
trations.4,11,13−17 The sorption of cationic species is explained
by the generation of carbonyl- and carboxylate oxygen-
containing functional groups at the CNT surfaces due to the

oxidation during nitric acid treatment of the product during
their preparation.10,11,16 The introduced oxygen-containing
functional groups could form strong surface complexes with
metal ions, and thereby enhances metal ion sorption on CNTs.
Those studies reveal the great potential of CNTs for
wastewater treatment and remediation of contaminated sites.
Although the application of CNTs in the removal of pollutants
has been studied extensively, most of the published papers
focused on the experimental investigation of environmental
pollutant interaction with CNTs combined with modeling
analysis. The theoretical calculation on the interaction of
environmental pollutants with CNTs is still scarce,18,19 which is
crucial for us to understand the interaction mechanism and for
the design and functionalization of CNTs for selective removal
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of contaminates from aqueous solutions in environmental
pollution cleanup in real applications.
With the development of nuclear energy and in the

postprocessing of spent fuels, large amounts of long-lived
radionuclides, especially lanthanides and actinides, are
generated. Most of the trivalent actinides are long half-life
with high radiotoxicity, it is difficult to carry out experimental
investigation on the interaction of trivalent actinides with
different materials. Among the trivalent actinides, 243Am(III)
contributes significantly to the radiotoxicity of nuclear waste
because of its high radioactivity and can be released into the
natural environment during the processing or disposal.20,21 In
the evaluation of the physicochemical behaviors of trivalent
actinides such as 243Am(III) in the natural environment, Eu(III)
is usually taken as an analogue of other trivalent actinides
because the ionic radius of Eu(III) is almost similar as those of
the trivalent lanthanides and actinides.22,23 The sorption of
Eu(III) and 243Am(III) on different kinds of oxides and clay
minerals have been studied extensively by batch techni-
ques.23−27 To the authors’ knowledge, for all the published
papers about the sorption of Eu(III) and 243Am(III) on
minerals and oxides, the Eu(III) and 243Am(III) have very
similar sorption properties on the oxides and minerals, which is
attributed to the similar ionic radius of Am(III) (1.106 Å for 8-
hold coordination) and that of Eu(III) (1.066 Å for 8-hold
coordination). The data of Eu(III) interaction with minerals/
oxides can be applied to simulate the chemical behavior of
243Am(III) in the natural environment. The batch sorption data
were simulated with surface complexation modeling, and the
results showed that the sorption was mainly dominated by
outer-sphere surface complexation and/or ion exchange at low
pH, and by inner-sphere surface complexation and/or surface
(co)precipitation at high pH.26 The interaction mechanism was
also evidenced by the spectroscopy analysis such as time-
resolved laser fluorescence (TRLFS) spectroscopy and
extended X-ray absorption fine structure (EXAFS) spectrosco-
py.25,28,29 From the TRLFS study, the hydration number
(nH2O) of their aqueous complexes in the first coordination
shell could be calculated from the fluorescence decay lifetime.
However, Ishida et al.30 also found that the outer-sphere
complex exhibited more rapid fluorescence decay than Eu3+

aquo ions, because of the energy transfer to the surface. From
the EXAFS analysis, the bond distances and the coordination
number could be derived from the spectrum analysis.25,31 The
information are very useful to postulate the species and
microstructures of radionuclides on solid surfaces.
Density functional theory (DFT) is a powerful and useful

tool for describing and understanding the adsorption
reactions.32−38 Peng et al.39 used the DFT to calculate the
adsorption of NH3 on graphene oxides (GOs), and the results
showed that NH3 adsorption on GOs was promoted by surface
epoxy and hydroxyl functional groups. The interaction of
persistent aromatic pollutant with sulfonated graphene was
calculated to evidence the high sorption capacity (∼2.3−2.4
mmol/g).40 In our research group,32,33 the interaction of metal
ions (i.e., Pb(II), Ni(II), Sr(II), and U(VI)) on GOs were
investigated by batch experiments, spectroscopy analysis and
DFT calculations. In addition, we found that the OH-
abstracting mechanism was important for the excellent
adsorption properties of GOs. However, from the literature
query, no theoretical calculations for the investigation of the
interaction between trivalent lanthanides/actinides and CNTs
with different oxygen-containing functional groups are available,

which are crucial for the potential application of CNTs in the
removal of lanthanides and actinides in nuclear waste treatment
and environmental pollution cleanup.
Because of the outstanding properties of CNTs, the

application of CNTs as adsorbents to remove radionuclides
from aqueous solutions have been studied extensively, and the
results showed that the radionuclides can be preconcentrated
efficiently by CNTs.41−45 Most of the published papers
reported the removal of radionuclides by batch experimental
study, no work was focused on the comparison of Eu(III) and
243Am(III) on CNTs from experimental and theoretical
calculations. Herein, we studied the sorption of Eu(III) and
243Am(III) on CNTs and found that the sorption of Eu(III) on
CNTs was stronger than that of 243Am(III) on CNTs, which
was quite different from the sorption properties of Eu(III) and
243Am(III) on clay minerals and oxides. We present herein the
first time for the comparison of Eu(III) and 243Am(III)
interaction with CNTs from experiments and theoretical
investigation of Eu(III) and 243Am(III) on CNTs using DFT
calculation. The optimal adsorption and orientation of the
CNTs−M(III) (Eu(III) and 243Am(III)) complexes were
determined, and the binding energies (Ebd) between M(III)
and CNTs were calculated and analyzed in detail. The
theoretical calculation evidenced the differences of Eu(III)
and 243Am(III) interaction with CNTs, and the different Ebd
values of Eu(III)/Am(III) with different oxygen-containing
functional groups. The results are crucial for us to understand
the interaction mechanism of trivalent Eu(III) and 243Am(III)
with CNTs and to functionalize the CNTs for the application
in nuclear waste management and radioactive environmental
pollution cleanup.

■ EXPERIMENTAL SECTION

Materials. The CNTs were synthesized by the pyrolysis of
iron phthalocyanine and end-opened by oxidation with 3 mol/
L HNO3. The transmission electron microscope (TEM) results
revealed that the CNTs were about 1−10 μm long and 10−30
nm outer diameter.38 Before the experiments, the CNTs were
purified carefully by 3 mol/L HNO3 treatment for oxidation,
centrifugation at 18 000 rpm for 40 min, then rinsed with Milli-
Q water until the pH reached about 6.0.

Batch Sorption Experiments. All solutions were prepared
with Milli-Q water. The sorption of Eu(III) and 243Am(III) on
CNTs was investigated at pH 6.1 in 0.1 M NaClO4 by using
batch technique. After contact time of 3 days, the solid was
separated from liquid phases by ultracentrifugation at 18000
rpm for 35 min. Radionuclides 152+154Eu(III) and 243Am(III)
were used as radiotracers. The concentrations of 152+154Eu(III)
and 243Am(III) were analyzed by Liquid Scintillation counting
using a Packard 3100 TR/AB Liquid Scintillation analyzer
(PerkinElmer). The scintillation cocktail was ULTIMA GOLD
AB (Packard). The distribution coefficient, Kd, was calculated
from Kd = ((C0 − Ceq)/Ceq)·(v/m), where C0 and Ceq were the
initial and equilibrium concentrations of Eu(III)/243Am(III) in
the solution (mol/L), respectively.

TRLFS Analysis. The TRLFS spectra of CNT suspension
(m/V = 0.233g/L) containing Eu(III) (1.9 × 10−6 mol/L) were
measured using a pulsed Nd:YAG pumped dye laser system
(Continuum, Powerlite 9030, ND 6000). The fluorescence
emission was detected by an optical multichannel analyzer
consisting of a polychromator (Chromex 250) with a 300 lines/
mm grating. Laser pulse energy was adjusted to 3 mJ and
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controlled by a photodiode. The CNT suspension containing
Eu(III) was directly measured for TRLFS analysis. For
measuring the time dependent emission decay, the delay time
between laser pulse and camera gating was scanned with time
intervals between 10 μs. The emission spectra were recorded at
room temperature in the 500−675 nm range, within a constant
time window of 1 ms at the constant excitation wavelength of
394 nm.46

Kinetic Desorption Study. The chelating cation exchanger
(Chelating Resin, 3 M Empore, Switzerland) was converted
into a mixed H+/Na+ form by rinsing it with 1.0 mol/L HNO3,
washing it with 0.5 mol/L NaCl until the solution pH was near
neutral, and finally percolating it with Milli-Q water to remove
the excess NaCl.47 The kinetic desorption of 243Am(III) from
CNTs were investigated after 30 days contact time of 243Am-
(III) with CNTs at pH 7.3 ± 0.1 and in 0.1 mol/L NaClO4.
Then the pH values of the suspensions were lowered to 3.0 and
1.4, respectively. The purified chelating resin containing
imminodiacetic acid groups was added to the suspension
containing 243Am(III) and CNTs, and the concentration of
243Am(III) remained on CNTs in the suspension was measured
after different contact time with Chelating Resin. The pH was
maintained by adding 0.01 mol/L HClO4 or NaOH during the
experiments.
Computational Calculation Details. In current study, the

CNTs used in the experiments have been oxidized by HNO3 in
the pretreatment. According to the previous reports, CNTs
could be introduced abundant oxygen-containing functional
groups such as OH, COO−, and COOH by strong
acids.11,48,49 Therefore, herein the oxidized CNTs with OH,
COOH, and COO− groups were employed to describe
the adsorption of Eu(III) and 243Am(III) on CNTs. The
interactions between M(III) ions and CNTs with different
oxygen-containing functional groups as well as the structural
and electronic properties of the CNTs−M(III) complexes were
calculated by DFT calculation.
The armchair (5, 5) conformations containing 100 carbon

atoms are selected as model for CNTs. The oxidized CNTs
with OH, COOH, and COO− groups are denoted as
CNT_OH, CNT_COOH, and CNT_COO, respectively (see
Figure S1). As Eu(III) and 243Am(III) prefer primary hydration
numbers of eight or nine in aqueous solutions,50−52 eight- or
nine-coordinate MIII(H2O)n noted as MIII_nW (n = 8, 8 + 1, or
9) species were employed as the model of MIII hydrations. The
binding energies (Ebd) of M(III) with CNTs were calculated as
(Ebd = E(CNTs) + E([MIIInW]3+) − E([CNTs_MIIInW]3+)).
The more positive value of Ebd indicates the stronger binding of
M(III) with CNTs. The geometry optimizations and frequency
calculations were carried out using the PBE1PBE functional
model.53 The effective core potentials and basis set by
Stuttgart−Dresden−Bonn group were used for Eu and Am
atoms, 4−31G for CNTs, and 6-31G** was used forOH, 
COOH, and COO− groups. The potential energies are
refined using larger basis set in which 6-31G** are used for all
none metal atoms. To take the solvent effect into account,
conductor polarized continuum model54,55 was employed in the
geometry optimization. All calculations were carried out using
Gaussian 09 program package.56

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Experimental sorption of Eu(III) and 243Am(III) on CNTs.
The isotherms for Eu(III) and 243Am(III) sorption on CNTs
are shown in Figure 1A (batch sorption experiments, pH at 6.1

± 0.1, in 0.1 M NaClO4, after a contact time of 3 days). It is
obvious that the solid/liquid distribution coefficients (Kd) are
independent of the Eu(III)/243Am(III) final concentrations.
The ideal, linear sorption behavior demonstrates that the
sorption of Eu(III)/243Am(III) on CNTs is far from saturation
although the content of CNTs is quite low (0.233 g nanotube/
L solution). The sorption isotherm of Eu(III) is higher than
that of 243Am(III), suggesting the higher interaction ability of
CNTs with Eu(III) than 243Am(III), which is not in good
agreement with the results of Eu(III) and 243Am(III) sorption
on clay minerals and oxides.27,57 The pH dependence of
243Am(III) and Eu(III) sorption by CNTs ranging from 2.4 to
12 is shown in Figure 1B. In the low pH range, the sorption of
243Am(III) and Eu(III) shows a clear pH dependency,
suggesting the interaction with surface sites like carboxylate
or hydroxyl groups being progressively deprotonated with
increasing pH. At pH ≥ 5, the pH dependence of sorption
levels out. More than 96% of Eu(III) and 80% to 92% of
243Am(III) are adsorbed on CNTs at pH > 5.0. Chemisorption
is assumed to account for the observed strong 243Am(III) and
Eu(III) sorption on CNTs in our experiments rather than
physical attachment or electrostatic ion exchange reaction with
carboxylate or hydroxyl groups at CNT surfaces.40,41 This
hypothesis is also tested and evidenced by the following
spectroscopic study, kinetic desorption experiments and DFT
calculations.

Figure 1. (A) Sorption isotherms for Eu(III) and 243Am(III) to the
carbon nanotubes at pH 6.1 in 0.1 M NaClO4, m/V = 0.233g/L. (B)
Effect of pH on the sorption of 243Am(III)/Eu(III) to CNTs. The
contact time was 3 days. C[243Am(III)] = 4.8 × 10−7 mol/L,
C[152+154Eu(III)] = 4.8 × 10−7 mol/L, I= 0.1 M NaClO4, m/V =
0.233g/L. For TRLFS study: C[Eu(III)] = 1.9 × 10−6 mol/L, I= 0.1 M
NaClO4, m/V = 0.233g/L. The relative concentration of Eu(III) in
solution is calculated from the fluorescence intensity and compared to
that of the free Eu(III) solution.
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In order to gain insight into the sorption mechanism of
Eu(III), TRLFS technique was applied to measure the Eu(III)
sorption on CNTs. Chemisorption by inner-sphere surface
complex formation is known to have an effect on the intensity
and lifetime of Eu(III) fluorescence spectra. The TRLFS
spectra of Eu(III) in CNT suspension at different pH values are
shown in Figure 2A. The intensity of the spectra decreases with

increasing pH values. The ratio of the intensity of the 5D0 →
7F1 transition (λ = 594 nm) to that of 5D0 →

7F2 transition (λ =
619 nm) remains constant at 2.1 ± 0.1 with no change in the
fluorescence lifetime (∼110 μs) (data not shown). The
intensity ratio plots as a function of pH was also shown in
the inset of Figure 2A. One can see that the intensity ratio vs
pH maintains the level under the experimental uncertainties.
This finding suggests that only the free Eu(III) ions in the
system are detected.23,25,46 The decrease of the fluorescence
intensity indicates static quenching and, thus, indicates the
formation of a nonfluorescent Eu(III)-CNT complexes. The
concentrations of free Eu(III) ions calculated from the TRLFS
analysis in CNT suspensions as a function of contact time is
also shown in Figure 1B, one can see that the adsorbed Eu(III)
ions cannot be detected by TRLFS, which is attributed to the
quenching ability of CNTs for Eu(III) fluorescence properties.
Because of the quenching property of CNTs, the surface
adsorbed Eu(III) on CNTs cannot be detected by TRLFS. The
fluorescence intensity of Eu(III) in the CNT suspension is
measured with increasing contact time, and the intensity
decreases quickly with increasing contact time (Figure 2B). The
ratio of the intensity of 5D0 →

7F1 transition to that of 5D0 →
7F2 transition remains constant at 2.1 ± 0.1 with increasing
contact time under the experimental uncertainties. From the

fluorescence intensity variation, it is obvious that the uptake of
Eu(III) by CNTs occurs very rapidly and the equilibration is
attained within several minutes.
The desorption kinetics of 243Am(III) from CNTs were

investigated after one month contact time of 243Am(III) with
CNTs (pH at 7.3 ± 0.1, in 0.1 M NaClO4). A purified filter
membrane coated with a resin containing imminodiacetic acid
groups (Chelating Extraction Disk, 3 M Empore) was added to
the solution after previous equilibration with the electrolyte at
given pH. Very fast reaction was found for the sorption of free
243Am(III) from solution to the resin in the absence of
nanotubes (Figure 3). The results suggest that more than

99.99% of free 243Am(III) forms very strong complexes with
the chelating resin. In the presence of the nanotubes, the initial
243Am(III) concentration first drops rapidly to ∼96% of the
initial concentration and then decreases very slowly (Figure 3).
The quick sorption of 243Am(III) to chelating resin is attributed
to the fast desorption of 243Am(III) from weak sites of CNTs,
whereas the kinetic slow desorption of 243Am(III) is due to the
dissociation of 243Am(III) from the strong sites of CNTs. The
rapid decrease in the beginning is related to the free 243Am(III)
ions in solution which are not adsorbed on CNTs. The slow
desorption kinetics of 243Am(III) is attributed to the very slow
desorption kinetics of 243Am(III) from the CNTs. Even after
more than 2 months of contact time, ∼ 95% of 243Am(III) still
remains bound to CNTs. The experimental results suggest that
243Am(III) forms kinetically stabilized complexes with CNTs
and does not desorb from CNTs easily. This finding proves the
existence of strong chemical binding to CNTs. After pH
adjustment to 3.0, a slower desorption is observed, and about
30% of 243Am(III) are still bound on CNTs even after 10 days
of contact time with chelating resin. Comparing those data with
sorption data in Figure 1B suggests that only the free 243Am-
(III) not bound to CNTs can be scavenged by the chelating
resin. Acidification of the dispersion to pH = 1.4, results in a
quick but not complete desorption of 243Am(III) from CNTs.
The CNTs bound 243Am(III) fraction appears to be kinetically
stabilized and does only very slowly dissociate from the CNTs
to solution when the equilibration is destroyed. Hummer et
al.58 studied the adsorption of H2O by uncapped single-walled
nanotubes and found that water molecules can enter into the
central channels of the nanotubes rapidly by forming hydrogen-
bonded chains. We also studied the kinetic desorption of

Figure 2. (A) TRLFS spectra of Eu(III) in the presence of carbon
nanotubes. C[Eu(III)] = 1.9 × 10−6 mol/L, I = 0.1 M NaClO4, m/V =
0.233g/L. (B) TRLFS study of the time dependent Eu(III) sorption to
carbon nanotubes at pH 6.0. C[Eu(III)] = 1.9 × 10−6 mol/L, I = 0.1
M NaClO4, m/V = 0.233g/L.

Figure 3. Fractions of 243Am(III) species in a nanotube dispersion as a
function of the contact time with a chelating filter resin. The
concentration of 243Am(III) is 4 × 10−7 mol/L and that of the
nanotubes is 0.233g/L. (■): pH 7.3; (▼): pH 3.0; (▲): pH 1.4; and
(○): free Am(III) solution, pH 5.0. The curves are a guide to the eye
to show the kinetic desorption of 243Am(III) from CNTs more clearly.
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Eu(III) from multiwalled carbon nanotubes after the aging time
of 4 days and 6 months, respectively, and found that the
irreversible fraction of Eu(III) on nanotubes after 6 months was
higher than that of Eu(III) on nanotubes after 4 days,
suggesting that part of Eu(III) changed from the reversible
sites to irreversible sites with increasing aging time.59 The very
slow dissociation kinetics of CNT bound 243Am(III)/Eu(III)
could be an indication that the metal ions might form very
strong surface complexes with the oxygen-containing functional
groups on CNT surfaces, which is also evidenced in the
following DFT calculations.
DFT Calculations. Through the DFT calculation, we reveal

that (1) how many water moleculars, eight or nine, could
coordinate with 243Am(III) or Eu(III) in primary hydration, (2)
why the oxidized CNTs have different adsorption characters to
243Am(III) and Eu(III) ions, and (3) which kind of group, 
OH, COOH, or COO−, is mainly responsible for the
adsorption of 243Am(III) and Eu(III). In previous re-
searches,20,23,60,61 Eu(III) and 243Am(III) are proposed to
form cluster with a maximum of 8−9 water molecules in
aqueous solutions. Our calculations show that for both 243Am-
(III) and Eu(III), the 8-water coordinated complex is more
stable than 9-water coordinated complexes (see SI). Thus, the
8-water coordinated M(III) complex is used in the calculation
of the binding energy of M(III) with CNTs.
The optimized structures of oxidized CNTs−M(III)

complexes are shown in Figures S3 and S4. The stable Eu
O and AmO bonds in the complexes exist, indicating that the
oxygen-containing functional groups can form strong surface
complexes with Eu(III) or Am(III). Therefore, the strong
chemisorptions rather than physical adsorption or ion exchange
contributes the Eu(III)/Am(III) adsorption processes. The
results of binding energies of the complex systems are
calculated and tabulated in Table 1. The Ebd values of

Am_8W with CNT_OH, CNT_COOH, and CNT_COO−

are 7.9, 20.2, and 48.3 kcal/mol, respectively. The same orders
of Ebd values of Eu_8W with oxidized CNTs are found in the
order of CNT_COO− (58.2 kcal/mol) > CNT_COOH (39.0
kcal/mol) > CNT_OH (30.2 kcal/mol). These results indicate
that the COOH group is mainly responsible for M(III)
sorption at low pH values, and with the increase of pH the
sorption becomes more stronger due to the deprotonation of
COOH and then the COO− group contributes mainly to
the uptake of Eu(III) and 243Am(III) to CNTs. Consistently,
our experimental results show that the sorption of 243Am(III)/
Eu(III) on CNTs increases with pH (see Figure 2).

Compared with 243Am(III), the Eu(III) has much higher Ebd
values with corresponding oxidized CNTs (see Table 1). These
results indicate that the oxidized CNTs prefer the formation of
strong surface complexes of Eu(III) to 243Am(III), which is
consistent with our batch experimental observations that the
removal percentage of Eu(III) is higher than that of 243Am(III).
Since the charge transfer interaction is important in the binding
process of M(III) to CNTs, the diffence density between the
CNT_COO_M(III)8W and its two frangments (CNT_COO−

and M(III)8W) is compared. It is necessary to note that the
electron density of Eu(III) increases significantly, but the
electron density of 243Am(III) changes little (Figure 4). The
results indicate that the charge transfer interaction between
Eu(III) and CNT_COO− is much stronger than that between
243Am(III) and CNT_COO−. The similar results are also found

Table 1. Binding Energy Ebd (kcal/mol) of Oxidized CNTs−
M(III) Complexes

oxidized CNTs M(III)8W Ebd (kcal/mol) εLUMO−HOMO (eV)a

CNT_COO− Am(III)8W 48.3 0.335
CNT_COOH Am(III)8W 20.2 0.623
CNT_OH Am(III)8W 7.9 0.634
CNT_COO− Nd(III)8W 45.2 1.135
CNT_COOH Nd(III)8W 21.1 1.432
CNT_OH Nd(III)8W 19.4 1.434
CNT_COO− Eu(III)8W 58.2 −1.323
CNT_COOH Eu(III)8W 39.0 −1.034
CNT_OH Eu(III)8W 30.2 −1.023

aThe εLUMO−HOMO is energy difference between LUMO of M(III)8W
and HOMO of oxidized CNTs.

Figure 4. Difference density between the oxidized CNTs_M(III)8W
and its two fragments (oxidized CNTs and M(III)8W). The violet
color and yellow color represent the increase and decease of electron
density, respectively. Both of the colors indicated that the charge
transfer interaction is exist. The significant increase electron density
indicates the strong charge transfer interaction.
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for the interactions of 243Am(III) and Eu(III) with CNT_OH
and CNT_COOH (Figure 4). Because the charge transfer
occurs from oxidized CNTs to M(III), the interaction between
HOMO of oxidized CNTs and LUMO of M(III)8W is
expected to be the key factor for the binding energy. The
LUMO energy of Eu(III)8W (−5.611 eV) is much lower than
that of Am(III)8W (−3.953 eV). Therefore, the interaction of
Eu(III)8W with oxidized CNTs is stronger as compared with
that of Am(III)8W with oxidized CNTs (see Scheme 1).

Furthermore, since the HOMO energies (−4.588 eV to −4.289
eV) of all these oxidized CNTs are higher than the LUMO
energy of Eu(III)8W (−5.611 eV), the charge transfer from
CNTs to Eu(III)8W should be quite easy. As a result, the
electron density on Eu(III) increases significantly. Different
from Eu(III)8W, the LUMO energy of Am(III)8W (−3.953
eV) is higher than the HOMO energies of oxidized CNTs.
Thus, the charge transfer from oxidized CNTs to Am(III)8W is
not as strong as that from oxidized CNTs to Eu(III)8W.
Likewise, the Eu(III) has higher Ebd than Am(III) while
interacting with oxidized CNTs (see Scheme 1).
The CNT_COO− has the highest HOMO energy (−4.289

eV), and the Ebd between CNT_COO− and Eu(III)8W is the
largest among these oxidized CNTs; whereas the CNT_OH
has the lowest HOMO energy (−4.588 eV) and the interaction
between CNT_OH and Eu(III)8W is the weakest. The similar
trend can also be found in the interation between differet
oxidized CNTs and Am(III)8W that the binding strength order
is CNT_COO− > CNT_COOH > CNT_OH (see Scheme 1
and Table 1). Therefore, the HOMO energies of oxidized
CNTs positively correlate with the binding energies. The DFT
calculation results are in good agreement with the batch
experimental results. On the basis of the DFT calculation, we
expect that the modification of oxidized CNTs by introducing
strong electron donation groups will facilitate the sorption of
trivalent lanthanides and actinides more easily and strongly.
Besides the different electronic energy levels of Eu(III) and

243Am(III) ions, the ionic radius of Am(III) (1.106 Å for 8-hold
coordination) is larger than that of Eu(III) (1.066 Å for 8-hold
coordination), which can also explain the stronger sorption of
Eu(III) on CNTs.62 In this sense, Nd(III) could be a better
homologue of Am(III) as they have more similar properties.
The adsorption of Nd(III) by CNTs with different functional
groups are also calculated and shown in Figures S5 and S6. The
binding energy of Nd(III) is a little smaller than that of
Am(III). The LUMO orbital energy of Nd(III) is only 0.82 eV
higher than that of Am(III), but higher than that of Eu(III) by
2.48 eV. The result indicates the charge transfer from CNTs to
Nd(III) is weaker than to Am(III) and Eu(III). As a result,
Nd(III) has the smallest binding energy. Therefore, the

coordination with the oxygen-containing functional groups is
the main adsorption mechanism of trivalent lanthanides and
actinides by CNTs.
In conclusion, the different sorption properties of Eu(III)

and 243Am(III) on oxidized CNTs were studied from the batch
experiments, and the DFT calculation suggests that the CNT−
COO− forms the strongest surface complexes with Eu(III)8W.
The theoretical calculation evidence the differences in the
interactions between CNTs with Eu(III) and 243Am(III) ions.
The finding in this paper highlights the different binding
energies of oxygen-containing functional groups of CNTs with
Eu(III) and 243Am(III) ions, which is cruical to understand the
interaction mechanism of CNTs with Eu(III) and 243Am(III)
ions, and may be helpful for us to functionalize the CNTs for
possible separation of trivalent lanthanides and actinides in
nuclear waste management, and for the selective preconcentra-
tion of long-lived radionuclides from large volumes of aqeuous
solutions in environmental radioactive pollution cleanup.
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